Years Ago in The American Ornithologists' Union
Since the beginning in 1884, the cover of The Auk had featured a single Great Auk (Pinguinus impennis) facing right, with five others in the distance on a rocky coast. In 1912, Louis Agassiz Fuertes was given the task of designing a new cover, which first appeared on the January 1913 issue. Editor Witmer Stone suggested that for depicting bird life, Fuertes was a much better artist than had existed 30 years before and so could make "a far closer approximation to the actual appearance of the famous bird." His new cover depicted a gathering of about 40 Great Auks on Funk Island off the northeast coast of Newfoundland, with a prominent single bird facing right. Apparently this new cover was not met with much enthusiasm, and the Council formed a new committee in 1914 to help depict an auk more like that on the original cover. Fuertes was persuaded to redo the cover for the first issue of 1915, showing a single bird facing left on a rocky coast with eight birds in the distance. This cover lasted over 60 years, until new editor John Wiens decided to put the table of contents on the front cover in 1978, relegating the single Great Auk sitting on a rock to the upper right-hand corner of the cover, facing left. Twenty years later, editor Thomas Martin introduced the color cover with original artwork, with the auk still in the upper right-hand corner. The table of contents was moved to the back cover, with the auk in the upper right-hand corner. Ten years after that, The Auk switched to a larger format and the auk was moved to the upper left-hand corner of the cover, facing right (with the exception of the July 2008 issue, where it is facing left as on the back cover).
It was reported that the Linnaean Society of New York held its first annual dinner at the Hotel Endicott on 17 December 1912. The guest of honor was Frank M. Chapman, who received the Linnaean medal for his "unremitting efforts in stimulating interest in bird study." It was also stated that "The unqualified success of this first annual dinner of the Linnaean leads to the hope that it will become a permanent feature of the Society's active season." The second annual dinner was held in March of 1914, honoring the famous Daniel Giraud Elliot (1835-1915), a founding member of the AOU and its second president. These dinners continue today in the second week of March. Starting in 1983, the society has awarded the Eisenmann Medal for ornithological excellence and encouragement of amateur efforts in ornithology and birding at these dinners. The award honors the memorial of Eugene "Gene" Eisenmann (1906 Eisenmann ( -1981 , a stalwart of both the Linnaean Society and the AOU. A lawyer by trade, Gene was considered an authority on Neotropical ornithology and served as editor of The Auk from 1958 to 1959. Noted author and birder Kenn Kaufmann (born in 1954) was awarded the medal at the 2013 dinner.
It was also reported that the Wilson Club was contemplating becoming an ornithological society and holding annual meetings, which Editor Stone (presumably) thought was a great idea. The editorial in the Wilson Bulletin also suggested that the Cooper Club would cover the western United States, the Wilson Club the interior, and the AOU the east. Stone took exception to that suggestion, stating that it "does not seem to us a very happy one." He suggested that the Nuttall and the Delaware Valley clubs should represent the eastern part and that the AOU covered all three regions.
A number of expeditions were underway during 1912 and 1913. Wilfred H. Osgood of the Field Museum returned from a 9-month trip in South America, where he visited the west coast of Peru, the high Andes, and the headwaters of the Amazon, bringing back over 2,000 specimens of birds and mammals. In December of 1912, John C. Phillips and Glover M. Allen arrived in Egypt, were met with a camel caravan in Khartoum, and planned to spend several months for the Museum of Comparative Zoology near the borders of the Sudan and western Abyssinia. Under the auspices of the Carnegie Museum, W. E. Clyde Todd left Pittsburg on 15 May 1912 to explore James Bay. After taking the train as far as possible, they canoed to the island of Moose Factory on the south shore of the bay, where they were able to rent a boat to investigate the bay for the summer. "Unusual" weather precluded going as far north as they had planned, but they did obtain specimens of birds and mammals and collected much data on distributions and migration. They returned to Pittsburg on 16 November. Chapman and Fuertes sailed on 8 January 1913 to continue their work in Colombia. They expected to collect around Bogotá and cross the mountains into the Orinoco drainage, complementing the previous work they had done in western Colombia. They returned in May with about 500 specimens collected in 45 days of field work. The American Museum of Natural History had several collectors active in northern South America during 1911 and 1912, so the announcement that Colonel Theodore Roosevelt would lead an expedition to southern South America in December of 1913 was met with much anticipation. Along with his son, Kermit, and famous Brazilian explorer Cândido Rondon (1865 Rondon ( -1958 , Roosevelt would be the first to explore the River of Doubt in the Brazilian Amazon (Millard 2005) .
In a letter to the editor (30:154-157), W. L. McAtee argued that the use of strychnine to kill sapsuckers, as recommended by the Biological Survey, was the only valid method to control these birds. The Survey had done a study and discovered that the damage done by sapsuckers was "very great" (McAtee 1911), particularly to fruit and ornamental trees. McAtee argued that poisoning
